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Private Layman, Cc. 


be but too true, that there 
is a more powerful and dan- 
gerous Combination of the 

| Enemies of Chriſtianity ſub- 
ſting at this time, eſpecially in theſe 
rts of Chriſtendom, than ever was 
fore; ſince the Propagation of that 
eligion among us; and, I believe, no 
me, who is tollcrably converſant in Ec- 


A 3 cleſi= 


| (47: 
cleſiaſtcal Hiſtory, but muſt be ſadly 
convinc'd of the Truth of it. 


The Perſecutions of the Primitive Pro- 
feſſors by the Fews and Pagans, and 
the late Ones of the Proteſtants under 
Popiſh Government, we find, by Expe 
rience, have always terminated in thy 
eſtabliſhing the true Religion, rathe 
than weakening its Strefigth and Power 
And we ſhall all readily agree in tha 
trite Axiom, That Perſecution, juſtly 
called, may make Hypocrites, but nc 
Converts; it having, in the Nature q 
Things, no Tendency towards the latter 
and that Example informs us, that Foro 
and Power has, in ſome Inſtances, mad 
erroneous Conſciences, nay, the moſt exit 
travagant (a) Enthufiaſts, more pert 
nacious and obſtinate in their Perſwa 
ſions. 1 ; 


And of this the grand Enemy of ol 
Salvation ſeems long ago to be convinc $ 
and for this Reaſon (Y) has laid aſide thi 


a 
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{ a) See Hiſt. Anabp: Germ, 
(b) For in thoſe Countries where the Inquiſition prevails, 
it not made u ſe of ſo much on a Religious Account, as to ea 
From the Jews, and others, tbeiv Wealth they have gotten. | 


3 


Engine as uſeleſs, finding all his Batteries 
from it have turn'd upon himſelf, inſtead 
of anſwering his End towards impairing 


the Faith of Minds fortified with Humi- 
lity and Integrity, againſt whom his chief 
Malice is levelld ; and therefore other 
Contrivances muſt be put in Practice, in 
order to ſtagger, weaken and confound 


theſe, before a general Infidelity can 
prevail in any Place, where Chriſtianity 
is profeſs'd ; for altho' he knows, hat 
the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail to 
the extirpating it* from all Places, but 
that there will always be Faith found on 
the Earth, till the ſecond coming of its 
great Founder. Yet, I ſay, the Deol 
has found it not impoſſible*® to baniſh it 
from whole Regions, where it has been 
ſome time in a flouriſhing Condition ; 
and, therefore, tis natural to expect he 
ſhould be encourag'd ſtill to perſiſt in his 
Endeavours againſt it. And where the 
publick Profeſſion of it in any Nation is 
moſt pure and primitive, where the Do- 
ctrines taught and eſtabliſn'd are moſt 
orthodox and uncorrupted, and where 
the Liturgy is moſt excellently well 
formd for pure and ſpiritual Devo- 
tion, and comprehenſive of the moſt pre- 
vailing Petitions againſt his Power Mo 

ub- 


1 
Subtlety, there we muſt expect his 
Envy will be the moſt Outragious, and 


his Invention moſt upon the Rack for 
Ways and Methods to undermine and 


deſtroy it. 


And (to indulge the Author's Fancy 
with an Allegory) as tis Cuſtomary for 
politick and experienc'd Commanders of a 
Siege, when they find they cannot carry 
the Place by an open Aſſault, they then 
betake themſelves to the Stratagem of 
employing Spies and Emiſſaries to tam- 
per the Garriſon into 'Treachery, or to 
raiſe Mutinies or Diſturbance amongſt the 
Soldiery, or to ſet the Town againſt the 


Garriſon, or the like Methods to intro- {| 
duce Confuſion ; which, whilſt the Be- 


ſicg'd are engagd in, the Place is left de- 


fenceleſs, and carried with Eaſe, or be- 


trayd to the Enemy. And as to the 
Method which commonly proves moſt 
ſucceſsful, in accompliſhing ſuch Deſigns, 
is getting Information of the Tempers 


and Inclinations of thoſe they deſign to 


tamper with, for theſe Purpoſes, and ſuit 
the Temptation according to them, ſo 
does the old Commander of the Infernal 
Legions exerciſe his Policy againſt ſome- 
times one Part, and ſometimes another of 

| che 
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the Church-Militant here on Earth, rai- 
ng up even from among the Miniſters and 
Members themſelzes, Men ſpeaking per- 


cerſe Things, ſtriving to draw Diſciples 
4 fter them. | | 


* 


Thus, for Inſtance, if he find in any 
#a Diſpoſition to Pride, he then ſooths his 
Vanity with inſinuating, that being the 
Head or Founder of any new Sect or 
Party, tho never ſo extravagant, blaſ- 
phemous or vile, in the Opinions by which 
they are diſtinguiſn'd, (nay, perhaps, the 
more ſo the more eminent) or an active 
Writer in Defence of it, will certainly 
Fraiſe a Name, and convey it to Poſterity, 
of their being celebrated Writers, and 
that they maintain d a Controverſy with 


ſuch learned and eminent Men, ſtiled 


the great Doctor, or ſuch like Terms of 
Diſtinction, in future Ages; and that all 
their Learning and Abilities will be ob- 
ſorb'd, on the other Hand, among the 
common Crowd of ordinary Writers. If 
they do not exert themſelves that way, 
is a Perſon of an obſtinate and pertina- 
cious Humour, he tempts him to believe, 
Ithat if he will but perſiſt in Writing or 
Diſputing, whether truly or otherwiſe, 
he will, at length, tire out all his Anta- 
3 goniſts, 


(8) 
goniſts, and force them to Silence, and 


then he muſt conſequently fit down Con- 
queror. Meets he with a covetous worldly + 


minded Man, or one who delights in a h 


lazy and luxurious Life, he will perſwade F 
him ſuch kind of Principles profeſs'd and © 4 


b 
t. 


defended, are the on! way to Preferment. 
And ſometimes he ſtirs up Madmen to 
throw (as the Wiſeman a) ſays) Fire- 
brands, Arrows and Death, (and this, 
by the way, Charity obliges me to think 
is the pittyable Caſe of the Author before 
us) and-it is but too true, that one Age b 
or other has furniſhed the Tem pter with $ 
Examples to illuſtrate the Truth of each 

of theſe Suggeſtions. | 


© 


And thus we ſee the true Source and "i 


Original of all Herefies and Schiſms, 
Profaneneſs, Free-thinking and Blaſphe- , 
mies, that were ever in the n and 0 
among us, at this Day. "1 F 


To enumerate the ſeveral Writers of 
this Age, who have ſet their Hands to 
| Satan's Plough, would be irkſome, as 


= 1 
well as unneceſlary, they being but too 


| 
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(a) Prov. xxvi. 18. 


{ (-Þ- 


4 | onſpicuous to need any ſuch Animad- 
d verſion; and 'tis ſtill a Comfort they 
10 have not, hitherto at leaſt, wanted faith- 
J ful, brave and able Adverſaries, who 
10 have baffled all their Deſigns of introdu- 
id Ang a general Infidelity, and puttius 
' down all Rule, and all Authority, and 
ringing in Anarchy and Confuſion in 
the Church. 'There are ſteady Com- 
anders (to purſue the Allegory) yet 
within her Walls, who will not ſuffer 
this Inſurrection to prevail, and ſome IL.ay- 
men, like loyal Citigeus of our Sion, will 
eh be always ready, within their proper 
h Sphere of Activity, to do their utmoſt 
n to ſuppreſs theſc factious Tumults. One 

of theſe the Author of theſe Sheets 
4 Matters himſelf to be; and therefore 
par on Mr. Voolftan, the proteſs'd 
Author of the Pamphlet, entituled, 4 
14 Diſcourſe on the Miracles of our Saviour, 
id (and wherein he has attempted to under- 
mine the whole Truth of the Goſpel 
e Hiſtory ) as a proper Adverſary, and will 
endeavour to overthrow what he has 
to advanced on that Subject, by examin- 
ing into the Juſtneſs and Sincerity of 
the Quotations he brings from Anti- 
quity, as Evidence and Authority to 
- ſupport it. 
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queror. Meets he with a covetous worldly 


minded Man, or one who delights in a | 
lazy and luxurious Life, he will perſwade 
him ſuch kind of Principles profeſs'd and 
defended,” are the only way to Preferment. 
And Cometimes he ſtirs up Madmen to 
throw (as the Wiſeman @) ſays) Fire- © 


goniſis; and force them to Silence, and 
then he muſt conſequently ſit d&wn Con- 


brands; Arrows and Death, N 2 this, 


by the way, Charity obliges me to think 
is the pittyable Caſe of the Author before 


us) and it is but too true, that one Age 


or other has furniſhed the Tempter with 8 


Examples to illuſtrate the Truth of each 


of theſe or, or 7 48 97 1 2 * «© 
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2 And! 1 thus we ſee the true d Some and 


Original of all Hereſies and Schiſms, ; 
Profanenefs, Free-thinking | and Blaſp he- 
mies, that were ever in the Church, "and | 


among wo at - this l 41; 


To aca . Avernl Writers of 
this Age, who have ſet their Hands to 
Satan's Plough, would be irkſome, as 
well” as 5 unnecellary, they ow: dar too 

f 1 r con. . 
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(4) Prov. xxvi. 18, 
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4 on ſpicuous to need any ſuch Animad- 
® Ferlion; and tis ſtill a Comfort they 
have not, hitherto at leaſt, wanted faith- 
ful, brave and able Adverſaries, who 
have baffled all their Deſigns of introdu- 
ging a general Infidelity, and putting 
gown all Rule, and all Authority, and 
5 Sringing in Anarchy and Confuſion in 
ihne Church. There are ſteady Com- 
anders (to purſue the Allegory) yet 
* ithin her Walls, who will not ſuffer 
e khis Inſurrection to prevail, and ſome Lay- 
; 

th 
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= Fen, like loyal Citisens of our Sion, will 
pe always ready, within their proper 
Sphere of Activity, to do their utmoſt 
"Ko ſuppreſs theſe factious Tumults. One 
pf theſe the Author of theſe Sheets 
4 Watters himſelf to be; and therefore 
© pitches on Mr. Voolſtan, the profeſs'd 
Author of the Pamphlet, entituled, 4 
Diſcourſe on the Miracles of our Saviour, 
fand wherein he has attempted to under- 
mine the whole Truth of the Goſpel 
Hiſtory) as a proper Adverſary, and will 
Zendeavour to overthrow what he has 
advanced on that Subject, by examin- 
ing into the Juſtneſs and Sincerity of 
the Quotations he brings from Anti- 
quity, as Evidence and Authority to 
fupport it. 
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But before 1 enter the Liſt on the & 


'$ 


Work itſelf, I think it not impro- 1 
per to make an Obſervation or two 

on the Title Page and Preface. And 
firſt then, he ſays, his Diſcourſe is fe 
a View of the preſent Controverſy „ 
between Infidels and Apoſtates (a). Tis 
a Sneer, without doubt is intended by Z 
theſe Appellatives; but 'tis a miſerable 

dull one, nay, void of Senſe ; for who- 
ever wrote on a Controverted Queſtion, 
but to convince Infidels as well as Apo- 
ſtates, and not to ſplit the Cauſe between 
them; neither is it poſſible any Diſpute j 
ſhould ariſe between one, who never be- 
liev'd the Truth of any Thing, and one 
who did once profeſs a Belief, and after- 

wards deny'd and renounc'd it; for then! 
he is in the fame Predicament, as to the 
Truth of the Things, as the Infidel is, 
And then what muſt they diſpute about ? 

Why, Nothing at all, 


8 1 


I cannot farce my ſelf, in this Place, 
to leave out my old Illuſtrations, our | 
Author having offered me fuch a Temp- 

tation, 


(a) See Title Page. 


a0 


tation, and that is, of the Oyaker, the 
Dramatick introduces, beginning his Ser- 
mon or Diſcourſe thus, I haze three 
o Tights within me, a great Light, a little 

Light, and no Light at all. The De- 
- fien of taking Notice of ſuch a Blunder 
at the Threſhold, may prepare the Rea- 
er not to expect ſo ſerious an Anſwer, 
> what this Author has directly advan- 


1 ed himſelf, as what is ſaid by ſome 
"© Authors more capable; which he, how- 
er, by his Ramble, naturally leads us 
n, + conſider. | 


Again, I am at a Loſs for what elſe to 
Wcribe his ſeeming Ambition of letting 
the World know he was ſome time Fel- 
»w of Sidney College, but an Aſſurance 
o ſpeak ſafely) peculiar to himſelf 1 
perſwaded, all Perſons who are not 
rangers to Modeſty and ſober Reflecti- 
„ will think, that being thought ſo un- 
t for ſo worthy a Society, as to be put 
gat of it oa any Account, ought to be 
pnceal d with as much Induſtry, as he 
ems to uſe to make it known and re- 
" hcmbred. 


3 
ä 
0 


The Preface is of a Piece with the 
Title Page, and is delignd as an Jrony 
1 B 2 on 


ſhip, were ſuch a kind of furious Rar 


(12 ) 


on the Character of the worthy Prelat! 
to whom it is addreſsd. ' His Lordſhip 


Sagacity in diſcerning the Attempts an 


Deſigns of theſe Kind of Writers, an 
his Reſolution and Activity in makin; 
uſe of all legal Means to oppoſe ar 


fruſtrate them, renders him their Dres 
and Envy; but, ſurely, none but 


bY 


Perſon in the Condition of Mind I ſu 
poſe our Prefacer to be, would dare 
openly to rebel againſt, and defy 8 
Authority, arraign his Juſtice, inr-pea@ 
his Judgment, and condemn his Lear# 
ing, as he docs; but 'tis very probab® 
the Contents of the Letters he complai 
were not taken Notice of by his Lor# 


as this Addreſs is compos'd of; and thi 
'tis no Wonder he ſhould paſs by t. 
Inſult in Silence, with the ſame Co 
tempt as the Philoſopher did the Ki 
of the Beaſt, which others would ha 
had him ſhewn a different Reſentme 
of. No, it muſt be ſomething more ſob® 
and rational, that can merit his Noti@ 
or engage his Time. If it did not ſavo 

of too much Levity to (a) joke on ſul 


* 


- 
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la) — — — Ridiaclom-acri 
Fortius & melius magnas plerumq; ſecat res. 
Hor. Sat. 2 
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an Occaſion, I ſhould obſerve, that tis 
a Province very different from his Lord- 
” ſhip to anſwer Letters which come out 
of Moorfields; but however diſorder'd 


in his Intellects may be, in as much as, in 
his way, he has touch'd upon a Subject 


2 (which, I will readily agree with him, 
has been copiouſly handled) and has 
brought in the Burthen of the Song of 
the Generality of Writers, in * 

of univerſal Liberty of Free-thinking, 
Writing and Talking, oiz. That the 
calling for the Interpoſition of Secular 
Powers to terminate a Diſpute by Force 
and Authority, is unfair, and an Argu- 
ment of the Badneſs of the Cauſe it 
ſelf, or the Inſufficiency of the Advocates, 
who apply for ſuch Afſiflance. I ſhall 
take the Opportunity briefly to conſi- 


der the Truth and Juſtneſs of the Aſ- 
ſertion. 


And Firſt then, I would have it con- 
ſider' d, that when Controverſy ariſes 
from ſuch Springs and Motives as I have 
mentioned, they are always almoſt carried 
on with Indecency, and too often with 
a Warmth and Paſſion ſo impetuous as to 
break out into opprobrious Language; 
inſomuch, that the Merits of the Cauſe 

| are 
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are often ſuſpended, nay, ſometimes 
wholly dropt, to fall foul upon the, Cha- 
racter of the Perſons; wherein no more 
Regard is had to Truth, than what wass 


ſaid on the Subject, the whole Intent of 
the Diſputant, on one fide the Queſtion, 


being only to raiſe a Duſt of any kind, 
in order to Confound and Puzzle, not 
to Convince and Inſtruct. 


Thus Perſonal Animoſities are rais d 
and fomented, not only among thoſe 
who are immediately Polemicks in the 


Queſtion, as often proves irreconciable, 


but a Spirit of Bitterneſs and Faction is 
conjur d up among all Converſation con- 
cerning it, which is conſtantly irritated 
and fomented, with all the Subtlety 
and Malice, which the Emiſſaries of Satan, 
who are always ready at Hand (and who 
can cover their own Baſeneſs no other 
ways than by introducing Confuſion and 


Diſorder) are Maſters of, and which 
ſometimes they have found Means to 


work up to ſuch an ungovernable Height, 


as to threaten the Ruin of the Commu- 


nity, and would affect it, if the calling 
in the Help of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 
Power did not .prevent it; the Force of 
Truth, and the Reaſonableneſs, and Cer- 

tainty 


(15) 

tainty of the right Side are of no Weight, 
3 Tnongh they are never ſo conſpicuous. 
This, I ſay, conſidered, the Gentlemen, 
who take ſo much Pains totally to ex- 
Elude the Secular Powers from inter- 
meddling in Matters of Controverſy, and 
fuppreſſing the general Freedom, muſt 
Swn themſelves miſtaken, as indeed they 
are forced to do, as mall be inſtanced 
hereafter. 


But ſuppoſing no ſuch Circumſtance as 
this ſhou 14 d happen, upon the broach- 
1 ng ſuch Notions and Schemes as thwart 
commonly received Ones, but that 
ray ( which muſt happen neceſ- 
ary on all ſuch Occaſions) was to be car- 
Fied on with all the Candour imaginable, 
%on the wrong Side, as well as the Right, 
Fet the Conſequences will often times be 
Much, from the very Nature of the Subject, 
that twill be very neceſſary for the Pow- 
ers in Being to filence the Writers, or 
puniſn their Obſtinacy; to prevent the 
ZInconveniencies which otherwiſe muſt en- 
Hue to the Majority of their Subjects; 
for in Caſes where the Matter of Debate 
f is of fo abſtracted a Nature, that the Ge- 
nerality are under a moral and natural 
Incapacity of comprehending it, they can 
3 never 
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never be made the better by it in any 
Reſpect whatever, but may be very much 
prejudic'd in ſeveral. | 


As for Inſtance, the Arrian Doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity; let us but conſider 
what a ſmall Number there are, the Gen- 
tlemen, who are pleas'd to revive it, could 
propoſe to themſelves to ſet in a truer 
Light, by what they write upon the 
Subject, than they are in at preſent, pro- 
vided it were true; for they muſt be 
{if ſuch as are of ſufficient Ability to examine 
I; all their learned Diſcuſſions; compare 
the original Quotations with the Con- 
95 texts; to try whether their Inferences 
i: be fair and juſt, the Applications proper; 
they muſt underſtand all the Arts of true 
Reaſoning, that they be not impos'd 
| on by Fallacy and Sophiſtication inſtead 
i of it, and many other the like Quali- 

fications they muſt have, who can be ca- 
pable of Conviction; and how few. are 
thus qualified, every one almoſt may de- 
termine. | 


On the contrary, let us take a View of 
the Influences this Diſpute muſt have on il 
the Remainder, which may, indeed, be 
called the Bulk of the People, ang. wt 0 
| all 


b ” " of Us. , 4 : 
« * 0 , | | 
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all find but a melancholly Proſpect. 

be Welk-meaning, which are a very 
eat Number, are ftagger'd in their Faith, 
Ad with diſmal: Apprehenſions leaſt the 


ne = | b 8 * 
er Poundation-- their Religion, whereon 


Weir: chief Care and Diligence has been 
+: build-up. a ſpiritual Building, ſhould 
>falſe and erroneous ; leaſt they ſhould. 
ave: been all their Life long miſtaken 'in 
he true Ohject of their Devotion, and 


ſk q ' | 359% 

be o ghilty of Idalatry-; and yet their Caſe 
ne theh, that their Underſtanding cannot 
re Naſſialy aſſiſt them in extricating them- 
n- Pelves out of theſe, Difficulties. | 


Ihe Sceprick and At heiſt glory in their 
nfdelity, .' boaſting; to be wiſer. in not 
delieving any God-at all, than thoſe wo 
profeſs a Faith, but cannot agree about 
h proper Object of it. The Libertines 
is more free and open in his Immorali- 
ties; for let them, ſays he, agree what 
God to believe in, before they preach 
Obedience: to his Commands. And all the 
whole Herd of Diſſenters have but too 
iat a Plea for their Separation from the 
on Cemmunion of a Church, whoſe Mi- 
be niſters and Members cannot agree on the 
ve by Articles of. Faith 0 be profeſsd by 


118 | 1 att: 
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never be made the better by it in any 
Reſpect whatever, but may be very much 
prejudic'd in ſeveral. 


; 
As for Inſtance, the Arrian Doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity ; let us but conſider 4 
what a ſmall Number there are, the Gen- 
tlemen, who are pleas'd to revive it, could 
propoſe to themſelves to ſet in a truer X 
Light, by what they write upon the | 
Subject, than they are in at preſent, pro- 
vided it were true; for they muſt be 
ſuch as are of ſufficient Ability to examine 
all their learned Diſcuſſions; compare 
the original Quotations with the Con- 
texts; to try whether their Inferences # 
be fair and juſt, the Applications proper; 
they muſt underſtand all the Arts of true | 
Reaſoning, that they be not impos'd 
on by Fallacy and Sophiſtication inſtead F 
of it, and many other the like Quali- 
fications they mult have, who can be ca- 


pable of Conviction; and how few are f 
thus qualified, every one almoſt may de- 5 


termine. 


On the contrary, let us take a View of 2 
the Influences this Diſpute muſt have on 
the Remainder, which may, indeed, bel YL 
called the Bulk of the . and we 


wall 


Mall find but a melancholly Proſpect. 
The Well-meaning, which are a very 

great Number, are ſtagger in their Faith, 
ne Id with diſmal Apprehenſions leaſt the 
lier Foundation of their Religion, whereon 
en- Heir: chief Care and Diligence has been 
build up a ſpiritual Building, ſhould 
he falſe and erronequs ; leaſt they ſhould 
ho have been all their Life long miſtaken in 
ro- the true Object of their Devotion, and 
be Wo guilty of Idolatry; and yet their Caſe 
ine zs 1yeh, that their Underſtanding cannot 
are Paſſibly aſſiſt them in extricating them- 
1n. Welves out of theſe Difficulties. 


ces 


ny 
ch 


: The Sceptic and At heiſt glory in their 
ue Infidelity, boaſting to be wiſer in not 
A believing any God at all, than thoſe who 
24 profeſs a Faith, but cannot agree about 
Ii. the proper Object of it. The Libertine 
is more free and open in his Immorali- 
ties; for let them, ſays he, agree what 
God to believe in, before they preach 


FI 


Obedience to his Commands. And all the 


hole Herd of Diſſenters have but too 
of inſt a Plea for their Separation from the 
Communion of a Church, whoſe Mi- 
niſters and Members cannot agree on the 
Articles of Faith to be profeſsd by 


C Theſe 


to be exceedingly perplexed in their Minds, 


* 
= 
uy 
* = 
. 
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Theſe are ſome of the Miſchiefs which 
muſt naturally flow from the abſtracted FT 
Nature of the Subjects only, but it is not Us 
this Doctrine alone which is attended with Be 
ſuch like Miſchiefs as theſe, but all thoſe 
other Schemes which tend to undermine 
the Truth and Reaſonableneſs of the com- 
monly received and eſtabliſh d Opinions of 
Chriſtianity ; but there is ſtill a greater E- 
vil behind; which, I will ſuppoſe, indeed 
not thought on by theſe 4rrians, and o- 
ther Heterodox Gentlemen; and that is, W 
the Growth of Popery. 


We know tis very natural for religious 
and well-meaning People, who have a 
due Regard for their Souls, as obſerved Þ 
before, and are taught and believe, with- 
out a right Faith they cannot be ſaved, 


when they are confounded by theſe new 
and various Opinions, by which Means 
they are diverted from the very neceſſary 
Buſineſs of their Callings, and of their 
Families, (which, beſides the Community 
ſuffering in its 'Temporal Peace, Welfare | 
and Proſperity) their Uneaſineſs becomes | 
ſo inſupportable, that they are forc'd at 8 
laſt, for quieting their Minds, whieh — 1 

| thus 


"4 = 


SENG. -” 
_ Mus diſtracted, and ridding themſelves of 
ie evil Conſequences that attend theſe 
h Uncertainties, both to their Spiritual and 
d Temporal Welfare, to take Sanctuary 
ot Wader an Infallible Guide. And if I am 
ch hot miſinform'd; the Emiſſaries of Rome 
ſe have made a better Harveſt in theſe 


ne Kingdoms ſince the general Liberty of 
n- Writing and Teaching what every one 
of eaſes, has been ſo ſtrongly pleaded for, 


d, I may ſay, obtained, than they have 
ne ſince the Reformation; ſo that if the 
eſervation of the Publick Tranquility, 
only of Religion, by quieting the Minds 
its devout Profeſſors, but the Tempo- 
Eſtate of the Society, the taking away 
Obſtructions to Induſtry, Family Care, 
in the Individuals of it, by which 
ne the Welfare of the whole muſt be 
ported ; but eſpecially if the prevent- 
the Growth of Popery (which, ſurcly, 
all be amply indulg'd in) be the Duty 
the Civil Powers, then, I preſume, it 
ears, that nothing is more neceſſary 
n their Interpoſit ions in oppoſing and 
ing an end to all flagraut Innovations 
t are attempted in Religion by he- 
al and blaſphemous Writers, by 
Preſſing their Works, and ſtigmatizing 
m as they think proper, and putting 

C 2 whole: 


ed 


15, ' 


(20) 


wholeſome Laws in execution againſt tha 
Authors of them, | | 


A late ingenious (a) Writer, in a Pre 
face to a very worthy and accurate Pen 
formance, has given us a Summary > 
what has been urged in Favour of Is 
berty of Writing, Ge. wherein he hi 
taken in both the trite and modern A 
guments, but concludes, at leaſt, wit 
ſaying, He would not he underſtood, h 
ever, as though he was pleading for 
berty, publickly to revule and calumnid 
Chriftianity, or, indeed, any eftablij 
Religion whatever; and agrees with mi 
(and I am glad to find my ſelf in th 
Particular, however, in ſuch CompanÞ® 
that - it is little leſs than the Breach of * 
Publick Peace and Order, and that it 
part of the Maziſtrate's Office to precl 
Tnjuries of all Sorts, &c. 


Now if the Magiſtrates have a Rif 
to interpoſe when Chriſtianity, or # 
eſtabliſh'd Religion, is reviled or inſults 
he muſt have a Right of judging, wi 


— 


(a) See Chandler's Preſ-ce 1o bis Book of Prep ec 


g 
* 
. 
£ 
* 
95 
1 
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A iracles. 
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ſt the tis neceſſary for him ſo to do, or other- 

& wiſe the Right of Interpoting would be 

of no Efficacy; and if he has this Right 

| Pr. of judging at all, all theſe fine Things 

Pen this Gentleman has ſaid for Liberty of 
Writing, &c. ſtands for Nothing. Tis 

711 the Magiſtrates are to diſtinguiſh when 

> h@ Chriſtianity, or the eſtabliſh'd Religions, 

are reviled and calumniated, and not 

wif thoſe who revile and calumniace, Gc. 


yo and they are not to determine when they 
+ 1K ought to interpoſe, and when not. Con- 
mi ſequently, therefore, according to this 
Ii Conceſſion, they muſt have Power to ſtop 
hin the Progreſs of Infidelity, puniſh the Blaſ- 
nt phemy of our modern Deiſis, Free-think- 
pa ers apd Hereticks, whenever they think 
of 


propig; and, in ſhort, ſupply the Place of 
that Tapernatural Power, which was be- 
ſtowed upon the Apoſtles and Primitive 
Governors, to enable them to inflict ſuch 

Puniſhments as was neceſſary to deter 
Ri theſe Sort of Malignants, before the 


r Temporal Powers became Chriſtians, 
alts and took the Matters into their own 
W Hands. 


Chriſtianity was as much the Cauſe 
of God in thoſe Days as theſe; and 77s 
native Liſſtre was as prevalent then 

„ 


(2) 


as it is now (a); there were not only 
Men of Learning and Ability, whoſe pro- 
=. Office it was to defend Chriſtianity, 

y giving a Reaſon for their Faith, but 


likewiſe immediately inſpired by the Spi- 


rit of Wiſdom for that Purpoſe, and Cou- | 


ragious to ſtand up for it; and yet we 4 
find *twas neceſſary to inflict Puniſhment |; 


on Blaſphemers, and this was not (5) 
furprizing then, or counted foreign Aids % 
or Aſſiſtance, as this Gentleman is pleaſed K 
to ſay tis now. | 


And, indeed, how ſhould bare Reaſon- 
ing ſilence or put a Stop to the Evils ! 
of thoſe, who begin a Diſpute with any 
of thoſe Views I have mention'd ; their 
Deſign, as I have obſerv'd before, s to 
keep up a Spirit of Confuſion ; to diſ- 
pute on ſtill, right or wrong, to ſhew 
how well by their own Parts and Abilities 
they can manage a bad Cauſe, and the 
like; inveſtigation of Truth, a ſincere 
Defire of converting thoſe on the Con- 
trary Part from Error ; of ſetting Things 
obſcure in a clear Light, and the like 

good 


. 
3 


4 
(a) See farther Preface. 
(b) Ses on the ſame Preface, 


„ 


0 Food Ends, which Controverſy ought to 

„ purſue, have no Place in their Minds; 
It 'Þ that ſpeaking with the Tongues of * 
Nen and Angels to theſe, is no more than 
s ſounding Braſs, or & tinkling Symbel, 

© "and, therefore, if Power was not to in- 

t gerpoſe, I ſuppoſe, without a Metaphor, 
She World itſelf would not be able to 
Pontain the (a) Book, that ſhould be writ- 
en by their eternal Scribbling. 


2 


And thus much may ſerve to relieve 
this Gentleman under his Vonder and 
5 Furprize at the (ſeeming he ſhould have 
' » Waid) Zeal that has lately appeared in 
' Home Gentlemen to run down Chriftianity 
for (to digreſs a little) true Zeal cannot 
e called, where a Perſon does not be- 
eve what he ſays himſelf, or cares a 
arthing whether any Body elſe does or 
Mot, ſo that he can ſhew the World he 
Is able to ſay it, or ſet Perſons of Cha- 
Zacer a diſputing with him. For, as the 
Author I am now quoting obſerves in ano- 
Ther Place, with a great deal of Pertinency, 
heſe Gentlemen never attempt to diſ- 

| prove 


> 90 — 


*. 
& | 2 * Mr. Synge Sermon before the Houſe of Commons in 
. re an = | f | 


| 
l 
if 
| 
; 
(1 


- proce the Chriftian Scheme, being calcu- 


ſuch, and malum quaſi malum non eft ap 
| ſome of the Views I have mention'd. But 


likewiſe in arguing againſt all manner of 


Toning ſeems ſo fallacious, that I wondet 


( 24 ) 


ted as well, if not better, than any o- 
ther, for promoting the real and ſolid. 
Happineſs of a rational Creature. No. 


they are ſatisfyd in the Truth of that, 


and therefore tis impoſſible they ſhould, 
with true Zeal, endeavour to overthrow 


: 


it; for that would be ſeeking Evil as 


petibile, is a Self-evident Truth; ſo tha 
their Schemes muſt be made Publick with? 


another conſiderable( a) Author or Preacher 
has lately taken a great deal of Pain 


Force and Compulſion in Matters of Re, 
ligion, and endeavours, among others, tq; 
overthrow tho Juſtneſs of the Inference 
commonly brought for the poſitive Side of 
the Queſtion, from the Example of the 
Apoſtles and Church Governors in theif 
Days, and the primitive Ages following 


afflicting Puniſhments on ſuch - kind of 


Offenders, in managing which his Rea 


how it ſhoul4 eſcape his Reflection, which 
it muſt do, otherwiſe it would not hav 


been 
- 6: 
\ 


—_ „ ————— * ä 


(a) See Mr. Synge's Sermon aſcreſaid. 


( 25 ) 


cu- been found among ſo many juſt Obſerva- 


. tions; for his Concluſion is, T hat fince 
hid... ... . | 

io one will affirm that the Governors of 
No he Church, or any Chriſtian Magiſtrate, 
nat, ae the ſame Sort or Degree of Porver, 
uld ich Chriſt and his Apoſtles had, tis 
ro impoſſible that any Action of theirs, done 
n Conſequence ok an extraordinary and 
iraculous Power, can juſtify the like 
Actions in thoſe who are entirely deſtitute 
Hit. 


= 


a 
vith 


But 


= But, with Submiſſion, this is not ſo Con- 


© Fclufive againſt the Exerciſe of Power, 4s 
R þ this Ingenious Gentleman would have it; 

as, I preſume, may appear from what 1 
have already ſaid to the Preface, and 
which 'tis neceſſary, in ſome Meaſure, to 
repeat here: For if the Exerciſe of Power 
was neceſlary, when ſuch Men as the 
# Apoſtles were in Being, for ſuppreſſing 
the infolent Blaſphemy of Hereticks, and 
= Praters with malicious Words, as I hope 
no one will deny, (for then he muſt ac- 


„ tc 


2 cuſe the Apoſtle of being guilty of ſpi- 
wa ritual Tyranny, and unneceſſary Cruelty, 
beg and indeed blaſpheme the Holy Spirit 


for endowing them with ſuch Power) 
it will ealily be allowed me, that it is 


as much, at leaſt, if not more ſo, in 
1 D theſe 


they do not continue to enforce an Aſ- 


\ 


C26 ) 
theſe Days, when other Abilities are 
become ſo Inferiour to theirs. To ſay 
that Power to puniſh ſuch Crimes is no 
longer neceſſary, becauſe we fee no ſu- 
pernatural One ſtill remaining, would be 
the ſame as to ſay, there is no Neceſſity 
of believing what is Preach d or Taught 
by Goſpel Miniſters now a-Days, becauſe 


ſent to the Truth of their Doctrine by 
Miracles, an Abſurdity no one will wil- 
lingly run into. 


Power to puniſh is the ſame in effect, 
from whatever Fountain it is derived; 
and the ſame Crimes, in the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances, will always merit the ſame 
Puniſhments, and if there be not yet the 
fame Power to inflict the ſame, or equi- 
valent Ones, that neceſſary Security is 
loſt, and the Preſervation of the Com- 
munity becomes precarious. Inaſmuchf} 
then as it can't be denied from the Prac- | 
tice of the Apoſtles, that other Force was 
thought neceſſary at that Time beſides 
that of Reaſoning, it muſt follow, that 
ſome ſuch kind of Force or Puniſhment 
is ſtill neceſſary, and muſt be lodg'd in 
ſome Hands or other; and wherever that 
is, they muſt be the proper Judges when 

| to 


L | 
| „ 
to interpoſe with the uſe of it; and this, 
preſume, after all may be done, without 
* true Religious uſing Force againſt à 
io Jaiſe One, without that wilde and extra- 
u. ag ant Thing, void of all plauſible Fun 
be ation either in Reaſon or Revelation, 
Vat of propagating Religion by the 
ht 07d, as the Preacher is pleaſed to 
xpreſs it. 


e 


But farther, before it be ſo poſitively 
ſſerted, that the Example of the Prac- 
ice of the Primitive Times in inflicting 
Funiſhments on ſpeculative Offenders, 
Annot be any Preſident to Eccleſiaſtical 
r Civil Governors at this Time, it ought 
d be conliderd, and indeed it carries 
treat weight with it, that in thoſe 
tmes there were no Civil or Eccleſja- 
cal Governors, who were inveſted with 
zcular Powers to apply to for Force to 
ſtrain or puniſh, and, therefore, as it 
as neceſſary to curb ſuch inſolent and 


2 ctious Diſturbers of the Church, with 
was Peir heretical, ſchiſmatical and blaſ- 
des Pemous Diſceurſes, by Corporal or other 
hat niſhment, when all other Methods have 


en tryd in vain, that they might be 
Wrified into Silence. 


hat © 8 
hen D 2 The 


( 20 
The Apoſtles muſt be endowed with 
that Power from Above; and it lies upon. 
thoſe who agvance the contrary Notion 
to prove, that St. aul would not have 
appcaled unto Cz/ar for Redreſs againſi} 
Hymeanius and Alexander, although hg 
and his Magiſtrates had been Chriſtians M 
but 'tis allowed, Page 39- that Excomy 
munications are enforced by the Civii® 
Power; but then, forſooth, tis only 
becauſe the Perſons on whom the Sen 
tence is paſs d, a) were guilty of ſome Con 
tempt of a Furiſdiaion, or ſuch Crime 
as hurt the Civil Society. But, ſurely] 
a Perſon. may incur the Sentence of Ex 
communication for perſiſting obſtinatel 
in venting and defending, and refuſing ta 
recant, after proper Admonition, blaſphey 
mous and heretical Tenets; which ne 
otherwiſe affect the Civil Society, that 
Dy diſturbing the Minds of the Membe 
ot it in the manner I have deſcribed 
And as they diſturb that Peace of tht 
Church, the Authors of them are adf 
mon#ſhed by the Eccleſiaſtical Power tf 
deſiſt from them; and for their Obſtinac 
in perſiſting, are put out of the Congre 
gation 


\ 
) 
c 
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(a) 1 Tim, xv. 20. 


( 29 ) 


ith ation, and the Temporal Powers, ha- 
ing taken the Care of the true Religion 
pon them, think themſelves bound to 
Juniſh ſuch Offenders by penal Sanctions, 
Sr the Preſervation of its Peace, Tran- 
Muility and Order, though what is taught 
y them do not directly affect the Tem- 
Poral Society as ſuch at all, by Sedition, 
vie reaſon, Oc. and, indeed, without theſe 
Wind of Sanctions the Sentence of the 
hurch, though never ſo Juſt and Righte- 
dus, would be no more than a mere Bru- 
rum fulmen ; for tis well known, that 
he Men of Freedom of our Days look 
pon what is faid relating to Inſtituted 
Religion, no more than begging the 
| Queſtion. | 


1 I ſhall conclude this Subject with ob- 
ſerving, that 'tis pity a Perſon, who has 
taken ſo much Pains in conſidering the 
Queſtion, with a View, I ſincerely believe, 
to the Peace and Welfare of Religion, 
as the Author of the Sermon has done, 
and the Generality of whoſe Obſervations 
are very Judicious, and Propoſitions highly 
Rational, and worthy the publick Ho- 
nour ſhewn him on the Occaſion, ſhould 
drop any Thing ſo unguarded, as that 
the Latitydinarians of our Age min 
make 


(230) 


make uſe of it for their own Sccurit 
againſt the moſt proper, and, I may 
ſay, the only Method to prevent thei 
Outrage againſt Inſtituted and Revealed 
Religion, but eſpecially againſt our own| 
Eſtabliſhment, that he ſhould be ſo un- 
happy as fo ſay, that the urging, that! 
theſe Puniſhments were of uſe to make 
Men conſider, is extreamly weak, when 
St. Paul, 1 Tim. xx. gives it as the very 
Reaſon for his inflicting it. For the Word 
in the (a) Original ſignifies, that Conſide- 
ration Boys are brought to, by being cor- 
rected for not minding their Books and 
Exerciſes; and his Rod, which we find 
in readineſs to revenge, Cor. x. 6. carries 
with it the ſame Alluſion, and was to 
be exerciſed, not only for the Deſtruction 
of the Fleſh, that the Spirit might be 
ſaved, &c. in fuch Caſes as that of the 
Inceſtuous Corinthians, but in thoſe of 
Hereſy ; ſuch as the preaching that the 
Reſurrection was mw as did Hymeneus 
and (Y) Philetus, and the malicious pra- 
_ ring (c) Diotrephes; and thoſe who re- 
ported 


drt 
rd 
hi. 
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(a) u Tad d. 
(5) Tim. ii. 2. 
(c) John Epheſ. s iii. v. 9. 


11 


rted, that the Apoſtles walked gc- 

Laing to the Fleſh, and that Bleſphemy, 

Which is enumerated among carnal or 
ſhly Sins. 


Likewiſe now it is very well known, 
at in order to the Deſtruction of the 
eſh, and Salvation - of the Spirit, true 
epentance is neceſſary ; and tis as well 
own, that cannot be ſo much as ſet 
out, and much leſs compleated, with- 
r the moſt ſerious and intenſe Conſide- 
P tion, the Puniſhments tis evident, there · 
Pre, were deſign'd by St. Paul to make 
„Ten conſider, and that not only of prac- 
; cal but ſpeculative Wickedneſs. Now 

theſe Puniſhments, as is obſerved be- 
Pre in ſome Meaſure, were ſomething 
12 different from Reaſon or Perſwa- 
" Won, the only lawful Methods to deal 
ith Offenders (as theſe Gentlemen would 
oe it) tis no Matter of what Nature 
Hey were, whether bodily Diſeaſes and 
ains or Terrors of Mind, or tormenting 
f Evil Spirits, all of which, 'tis gene- 
ally thought, by Antiquity they were, 
8 they were Puniſhments, conſider'd as 
uch, they may certainly be ſupply d by 
uman Sanctions, and, tis more than pro- 
able, had the Apoſtle then — 15 | 

IV 
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(32) F 


Civil Power, he would have called ur 
them to aſſiſt him with the penal Law (as 


the Country. 


3 ( 
But as all Power whatever is liable m 
be abuſed by thoſe who are intruſted wit Af 
it, ſo I ſhall readily own, that this v 
are ſpeaking of is more eſpecially o& 
noxious, the due exerciſing of it requirii 4 
the utmoſt Prudence and Circumſpectiot | 
and this is really the Occaſion, and n- 
the Power elf, of all the Miſchie 
that attend it, ſuch as thoſe mentione 
and juſtly condemned, in Page 43. of th 
Sermon, and has been the Occaſion « 
ſo much diſputing about it, but by M 
ſtake charged on- the Power it ſelf, 
neceſſary Conſequence of it; for the I: 
ference would. be full as juſt from th 
Tyranny, Oppreſſion and Cruelty of 8 
Prince, that there ought to be no Ge 
vernment at all, as that on the account « # 
the Abuſe of this Power it ought no. 
to be excrciſed at all; 


As to that Uneaſineſs and Reſtleſsne® 


the Preacher ſpeaks of, as the Conſ. 4 
quence of Reſtraint, in the next Par: 
graph, I hope I have ſufficiently made 4+ 
appear, that it may be occaſioned by a. 
univen 


1 uf of * 
ol *1 


'*s | 
& 
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univerſal Liberty of propagating Opinions 
ss eaſily by it, tho it ſnould be abſolute. To 
ny all Toleration to Perſons of different 
erfwaſion, of worſhipping God after that 
manner which their Mind and Conſcience, 
vit After due Deliberation and Enquiry tells him 
v moſt proper and acceptable to him, can 
of $ave no manner of good Tendency at all, 
in And is inconſiſtent with Goſpel Charity, 
or and contrary to the great (3) Apoſtle's 
nc Rule, may be juſtly ſtiled Tyranny and Op- 
ie Preſſion, and is indeed abſurd as to the Pur- 
e poſe intended by it; but then on the other 
th hand, as our worthy Preacher (b) obſerves 
(With great Truth and Juſtice, that 7bo' 
V Conſcience ſhould err invincibly,and occaſion 
Menu to publiſh ſuch Dofirines as are 
Ir udg d by the Legeſtntors to have a miſ- 
ch chiecous Tendency towards the Commu: 
Wy > they of what kind they will, tho' 
30 Treaſon or Sedition be not concerned in 
them, /and ſuch I preſume J have ſuffiei- 
% ently ſhewed (c) theſe may be) they have 
: FE. Power 


— 


- 
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(a) St. Paul, Rom. 14. 
(5) Sce Serm. 46. | 
(e) *Tis certain the Doctrine of abſolnte Reprobation 
as once carried to that Height, that many were led to Deſ- 
pair and Melancholly on one hand, and more gave them- 
| ſelves up to a profligate Life on the other, ſappoſing that 
good or bad Works had nothing to do with Salvation. 


(32) 
Civil Power, he would have called pr 


them to aſliſt him with the penal Law 65 
the Country. ** | 


- But as all Power whatever i is | liable tl 
be abuſed by thoſe who are intruſted wit 
it, ſo I ſhall readily own, that this wy 
are ſpeaking of is more eſpecially ol: 
noxious, the due exerciſing of it requirii 
the utmoſt Prudence and Circumſpection? 
and this is really the Occaſion, and n- 
the Power itſelf of all the Miſchie 
that attend it, ſuch as thoſe mentione 
and juſtly condemned, in Page 43. of th 
Sermon, and has been the Occaſion ( 
ſo much diſputing about it, but by M £ 
ſtake charged on the Power it ſelf, 4x 
neceſſary Conſequence of it ; for the XY 
ference would. be full as juſt from th 
Tyranny, Oppreſſion and: Cruelty: of i 
Prince, that there ought to be no Gd . 
vernment at all, as that on the account «'# 
the Abuſe of this Power it S no . 
to be exerciſed at all; 4 


As to that Uneaſineſs and -Reſtleſsnel 7 
the Preacher ſpeaks of, as the Conſt 
quence of Reſtraint, in the next Par: 
graph, I hope I have ſufficiently- made i 1 
N that it may be occaſioned by 2 
| univer 


I + 


by 4 
4 * * * 5 
1 9 


e pniverſal Liberty of propagating Opinions 
ss eaſily by it, tho it ſhould be abſolute. To 
ny all Toleration to Perſons of different 
erſwaſion, of worſhipping God after that 


Manner which their Mind and Conſcience, 
vit after due Deliberation and Enquiry tells him 
i moſt proper and acceptable to him, can 
o Pave no manner of good Tendency at all, 
in und is inconſiſtent with Goſpel Charity, 


o ind contrary to the great (a) Apoſtle's 
ne Rule, may be juſtly ſtiled Tyranny and Op- 
ie preſſion, and is ind2ed abſurd as to the Pur- 
Poſe intended by it; but then on the other 
th hand, as our worthy Preacher ()] obſerves 
Frith great Truth and Juſtice, that 0 
Lonſcience ſhould err invincibly,and occaſiun 
Menu to publiſh ſuch Doctrine as are 
u nag d by the Legeftntors to have a miſ- 
Fc hievous Tendency towards the Commu— 
Waity, be they of what kind they will, tho“ 
30% Treaſon or Sedition be not concerned in 
them, (and ſuch I preſume I have ſuffiei- 
0 ently ſhewed (c) theſe may be) they have 

4 E Power 


(2) St. Paul, Rom. 14. 

(6) See Serm. 46. | 

(c) "Tis certain the Doctrine of abſolute Rcprobation 

vas once carried to that Height, that many were led to Deſ- 
x pair and Melancholly on one hand, and more gave them- 

a = ſelves up to a profligate Life on the other, ſap poſing that 

21% good or bad Works had nothing to do with Salvation. 


6349 "0 x 
Power from Scripture, the Example of [at 
Antiquity, and the General Practice of all c 
Chriſtian Churches now in the World, and þ, 
from the Nature of Society to ordain and of 
execute Laws to ſuppreſs them, ac 
Tis not impoſſible Conſciences may, by 7 
Craft and Subtlety, be made to Apoſtatiſe 
into Mahometiſm or Paganiſm ; and then, ri 
it there was not Power to reſtrain, there Bi. 
may be Moſques and Temples of FYenusgh 
and Priapus erected in Chriſtian Countries ter 
and the Builders and Endowers of theme 
might alledge an invincible Conviction in 
their Defence: And as this I ſay, is notder 
impoſlible, it ought to alarm ſuch Advo-ger 
cates for Liberty I am at preſent pleadingQo 
with. Ic 


But tho'l entirely agree with this worthy ! 
Author as to his Notions of 'Toleration inſon 
general, yet I muſt crave Leave to diſſentfpo!: 
from him as to the Inſtance he brings (ahcan 
of the Behaviour of our Sectaries under theſon 
Perſecution of the Penal Laws, having re- dor 

ceived a very different Account of the! 
Matter 


) Pag. 44: Serm. 


| ( 35 ) 


Matter of Fact from unqueſtionable Au- 
hority, vis. that by the moſt exact Calcu- 

{lation which the Nature of the Thing 

I would admit of, two 'Thirds of them were 

d by that Means brought over to the Church 

d o England ; tho' this I readily own was 
accidental, and not from the Nature of 
the Thing. 


* 

le Fore Prejudice of Education in ſome, 
n, ride, Obſtinacy, and a factious petulant 
eDiſpoſition in others, which had been long 
icheriſh'd without any Diſturbance or In- 
Stgrruption, were inſuperable Obſtructions 
to their Conſidering all the Beauty of 
Holynefs in the Eſtabliſhed Worſhip, and 
deprived them of hearing what the Mini- 
o- ſters of it had to ſay in its Defence and 
Commendation, and of the Excellency of 
their Preaching in general, 


>» 
1 


m 
in 
ot 


But when they found they muſt undergo 
inſgme Trouble and Expence for abſenting 
ntfrom the Eſtabliſhed Church, it made them 
2)eenſider, and reſolve to come and make 
heſome Tryal at leaſt, which when they had 
e-done, ſome very ſoon, and ſome later, were 
nel thoroughly affected, and received ſuch 
er pnviction, that when the unhappy De- 

. E 2 dlaration 


(36 9 = 
claration of Indulgence came forth, the 
refuſed to accept of that encouragement”? 
and returned no more into Agypt ; whe > 
ther the Caſe would be ſo now or not, 
muſt leave every one to think with wha * 
freedom he pleaſes, and return to th 
Argument. 

. 

Well then, ſince Power to uſe Force, 
order to reſtrain Perſons from Publiſhin 
their new Opinions and Schemes, is, 
fome particular Caſes, Lawful, and N 
ceſſary, the only difficulty that remair_ 
(and the want off rectifying which has! re 
der'd it moſt liable to abuſe) has bee 
where to place it, where it may be m. 
naged beſt for the real Advantage of R 
ligion, and Civil Societies, in preſervir 
Peace, Decency, and Order, and Prom 
ting true Piety, Virtue, and Knowledg® 
and for my part, I wonder that Comma 
Senſe and N and the Conſent 
Mankind, has not been followed hither ® 
in this matter, as well as others; but th 
the Power of Judging in this Caſe, h 
been lodg'd generally in the Hands of 
ſingle Perſon, of thoſe who could not p 
bably, and rationally, be eſteem d Co 
petent Judges: Whereas tis allowed 
all Hands, that, when Diſputes ar 
throu 


(287) 


hey #hrough difference of Opinions, in any 
ent Science, which is to be determined by Ar- 
che bitrators, we ought to appeal to thoſe 
t, whoſe Education, Profeſſion, or known 
hy Study, or approved Judgment, renders 
th them moſt capable of being Umpires ; ſup- 

poſing then for the remedying this Evil, 

not only in Divinity, but all other Pro- 
e, feſſions, there were a certain Number of 
lin the Higheſt Degree in each of them ap- 
„ pointed by Royal Authority, or Parlia- 
N. ment, to be ſtanding Cenſors, and have 
ai: Power veſted in them to examine ſuch 
Books, and Writings, as ſhall be Pub- 


ren 


liſhed. ä 


R And on any Complaint made of Preach- 
i ers, to oblige them to produce their Notes, 
and according as they are Approv'd, or 
Condemn'd, by them, ſhall be publickl 
ſold, or diſperſed Abroad or Prohibited, 
and Stigmatisd by a publick Sentence 
rand Decree of the Delegacy, which, with 
their Reaſon, for ſuch Sentence, ſhould 
remain on Record, and the Authors Pu- 
niſhed, or Reprimanded, publickly, in pro- 
portion to the degree of the Evil Ten- 
dency of the Doctrine, declared by ſuch 
Sentence, which Record ſhould be kept, 0 
aq | t 
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the ſame recourſe might be had to them as 
to all other publick Regiſters, but without 
any Expence where Perſons who are deſirous 
to conſult them; by which means, there ha\ 
would in a ſhort Time, be a ſett of ſtand- the 
ing Preſcriptions on Record for theſe Di- Gc 
ſeaſes of the Mind, and a Remedy againſt pet 
all the Evils Conſequent upon them ; for | 
no one would go about to Write, or Pub- 
liſh, any thing from thoſe wicked Views 

and Motives, as I may juſtly call them, 455 
as mention d before, when he was acquain- 14. 
ted with a Preſident of any One's ſuffering le: 
before, for what he himſelf was deſigning th 
to Write upon, neither would any care to 3 
venture to Broach any thing new in Reli- 
gion, or indeed any Science without the 
utmoſt and intenſe Conſideration, whilſt he 
muſt be expoſed to ſuch a Publick Exa- 
mination and Cenſure. 7 


And I know of no Objection againſt 
this Scheme, than what may be made uſe 
of againſt all Judicatures whatever, (ſince 
no one is Infallible) and muſt tend to Ba- 
niſh Goyernment it ſelf, out of the 
World. N 


Thus I hope it appears very manifeſtly, 
that there may be an eaſy redreſs of thoſe 
5 Grievances 


(39 ) 

Irievancescontriv'd, and ſince our Affairs 

© dave taken ſuch a Bleſſed turn, and that 

4. there is nothing ſo Wiſe and Prudent, 

- Good, and Gracious, that we may not ex- 

WM & from the preſent Government, I am 
II 


of Hope 9 Scheme of this Nature 
Will be put in Practice. 


„ And now having offer d what I have to 

” fay at preſent on this Head, I ſhall take 
: leave of it with obſerving once more, 
that tho' I was naturally lead into the 

Debate by Mr. Wolſtan, yet I ſhould not 
en his Account, have given my ſelf the 
> Trouble of any enquiry into the State of 

the Caſe; but the Author of the Book of 

* Miracles, and the Reverend and Learned 
Preacher, are Perſons too Conliderable to 
| "paſs unnoticed, and perſwade my ſelf from 
mat Candour and Ingenuity, which ap- 
| = through the whole Series of their 
"Performances, I ſhall meet with no other 
than a favourable Reſentment from them. 


I proceed now to examine this Famous 
g {Antichriſtian I think I may call it) Per- 


formance it ſelf, according to my firſt 
ropoſal. 


( 40.3 


-_ 


10 the Firſt Place A he tells us, Tha 
the only way the Meſiah can be prov'd ſa 
is from Prophefy, and yet he tells us in th bn 
ſame Breath, that, that way of Proof 
attended with ſo many difficulties, tha! 
ſome Writers againſt the Author of thi 
Grounds, &c. are forc d to fly for Refus 
to Miracles; but in a line or two ſpeaks out 
and ſays, the generallity of Chriſtia® 
ters, and not ſome modern Writers on! 
are forcd to do the ſame. 3 


Now, if there be no other Proof of " 
Meſiahſhip, but from Propheſy, and ye; 
the generallity of Chriſtian Writers ar 
unable to make good the Truth of it fro 
thence, upon the ſcore of the many diff 
culties attending it, rais d by ſuch as argul 
on a contrary part, what a fine Conditiq 
has Chriſtianity been hitherto in, till thi 
new Light is forums up, to bring it out 0'Þ 

its Obſcurity. | 
1 


But as this Author has only Aſſerted thi 
and not Prov'd it, I am 3 oblig d to d 
any thing more than to oppoſe my Jude 
ment to his, which is * ort, That th 
Writers of Chriſtianity, have in all Age 
made the Doctrine of . ſo Pla 

an N 


(419 


Main and Perſpicious, that every Word 
uthor of the Grounds, &c. has 
n that Subject, (notwithſtanding 
peculiar Subtilty in diſguiſing the 
uth) has been fully anſwer'd a thouſand. 
Fears before he was Born, and has at the 
Time of his Writing, met with ſuch mo- 
rn Adverſaries, as I believe, if he be a 
rſon of Modeſty, will hardly care to re- 
y to; our Author declares, good Man 
Dd Faithful, that P. 21, Infidelity has 
' wo Place in his Heart; at the ſame time, 
When he is telling us the Author of the 
rounds, Cc. and others have ſhewn, that 
ET hriſtianity cannot be prov d from Pro- 
pheſy, on one Hand, and that he deſigns 
make it appear, that it cannot be 
Frov'd from Miracles, on the other. 


The two Principal Evidences hitherto 
thb ade uſe of, to ſupport the Truth of it, 
0 that if he cannot be an Infidel, he 
buſt believe in ſomething, which he him- 

felf owns, has nothing to ſupport the 
n I ruth of its Being; a Weakneſs I am per- 


* F fyraded 
1d | — — — — __ — — — 
th) | 

ge (a) Biſhop Chandler, and Ar Chandler's Book of A li- 


at ales, P. . % 


f 
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„ 4 
ſwaded he had rather avoid the Imputa- i! 
tion of, than real Infidelity, and yet he af; 
has no way of eſcaping the Juſtice of it, h 
unleſs his own. new Scheme. can be ſup-; : 
ported, which is next to be enquir d 
into. 


And here again I think it proper I ſhouldy 
Advertiſe the Reader, that it is not what 
Mr. Molſtan has himſelf advanc'd in Be- 
half of his new Device, that engages me 
to take any Notice of it; but the ſcanda-FF: 
lous Sneer, as I may call it, he has thrown 
at thoſe truly Venerable Sages the Pri- 
mitive Fathers of the Chriſtian Church; 
Sneer, I call It, becauſe I think it impoſ- 
{ible that a Perſon of his avow'd Principles, 
can have any regard for their Authority, 


much leſs ſuch a Sacred one, as he Pro- 
teſles. —8 MY 


But were he in Earneſt, in his Expre- f 
ons of Veneration for them, he takes 
the moſt effectual way to Blacken their gg 
Characters, and render them Contempti- , 
ble, as could be Invented, the ſame Me- 
thod as the greater Artiſts in Slander 
commonly make uſe of, for where they Y 
intend to Wound the Reputation of N 1 


againſt whom their Malice is levelled; they 


= 
__ 
* * 1 
band 
£ © 
: ol \ 
by 
* a 
79 
ag 


\ Care to inſinuate the Reſpect, and 
Bſtecm, they themſelves have of them, and 

Allign the good Qualifications, they know 
'they are endow'd with, as the Reaſon of 
160 eir Regard to them, and when they 
Have work'd People up, into the Belief of 
Dis, then they come out with their But 
Scandal; which, coming from one who 


K s ſo good an Opinion of them, and ſuch 
I Reſpect for them, eaſily gains Credit, 


Which, had it been accompanied with 
Hontrary Expreſſions, of Diſreſpect, and 
Fiſunderſtanding, would have had little, 
ug no Influence, but look'd on as the Effect 
u Envy, and Prejudice. 


Thus our Author is almoſt Hyperbolical 
his Expreſſions (a) of Veneration and 
ſteem for the Fathers, and then brings 
em in, as by their Writings, endeavour- 
to Undermine the very Truth, and 
_ Ertainty of the Chriſtian Religion, ma- 
© tbe them to ſpeak what they never in- 
© ehded for that purpoſe, and concealing 
Il geir true meaning from his Readers, as 
a wo or three Paſſages from the Contexts 
cu F 2 | 2 


thor, is this, Duicerſam, porro Sacra 


[ 
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of thoſe Places, he himſelf Quotes, wi 
abundantly ſhew, and will be Cuftcierl j 
to convince the Readers of his Diſingenuits * 
(to ſay no worſe of it) and clear the Chi? 
racers of thoſe Good Men he would by 
this Means Aiperſe, and Revile. 


'The Firſt then he brings upon the Stag 
is Eucherius, the laſt in Chronology; ti 
Reaſon for his ſo doing, it is not wort 
while to Enquire into; he liv'd no hight 
than the latter end of the Fifth Centur| 
when Primitive Orthodoxy was paſt 1 
Zenith; he was indeed Biſhop of Lion 
and was the Author of ſeveral Works, by 
they were of no great Eſteem, neither ci 
he be ſtiled by any Propriety a Primiri a 
Father, 


However, as to the particular Caſe q 
which he is call'd, he is in the ſame Pri 
dicament with them; I mean as to til 
Allegorical way of Writing on the Sacre 
Scriptures, which their Heads were ben 
rally turn'd to, as we may obſerve 1 in ti 
few following Paſlages. 


0 5 


The Sentence he brings from this al 


Scripturgm tam noci quam veteris Te 1 
men 


(45) 

wiionents ad Allegoricum Senſum efſe ſumentum 
er admonet nos vel illud aperiam os meum 
ait inparabolis, which he renders thus, that 
b he Scriptures of the New as well as Old 
 b&&7 eftament, are to be interpreted in an Al. 

Begorical Sence, leaving out the Engliſh 
of the Adjective Univerſam, by which his 
& Deſigns ſeems to be to prevent his Engliſh 
Reader's diſcovering, that if his Author 
meant as he would have him, it would 
prove too much; for tis certain the Sen- 
tence taken in the Sence in the which he 
t W intends to make uſe of it for his preſent 


Purpoſe, will prove abundantly more than 
he has occaſion for. 


tif It would include all the Hiſtorical Part 

of the Old "Teſtament, and then all the 

Facts there recorded are mere Allegories 
and Parabolical Relations, and not Reali- 
ties, which would appear ſo Romantick 
as to give the Reader an immoveable 
X Prejudice againſt his whole Scheme 
3 Wherezs the Word Unizerſal being omit- 
ted, it may imply only that ſome Parts 
of Scripture, &c. But what the Author's 
true Meaning is in this Sentence will beſt 
be made appear from his own Allegorical 
Diſcourſes, in one of which then ſpeak- 


ing 
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(46) | 
ing of God's commanding Abraham to 

depart out of his own Country, he tells 
us this Command may be obey'd now by inf 
us, the Spiritual Sons of Abraham; for che 
ſays he, 2 ) he goes out of his own Land >| 

who mortifies his own Fleſhly Luſts and - 
Paſſions, Rc. | 80 


And again ſpeaking of the J1/raelites | 
fighting with the Amalekites, and the | 
Victory through the holding up (b) Moſes's 
Hands, he ſays, Ameleck repreſents the Wt 
Devil, and therefore Chriſtians, if they W' 
would obtain Vittory as Moſes did, . 
muſt follow what he taught; in the | 
firſs place they muſt hold faſt a right . 
Faith, believe in Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, &c. And many ſuch other Allego- 
ries there are in his Sermons. 3 | 

n 


—— — 


* 


(a) Exit de terra ſua, qui paſſiones mortificat ſuas qui 
rerrenis cupiditatibus finem Cœleſtium ſectatur imponit 
Hom, de. caſtig. in Bibb. patrum. 

(b) Quam diu ipſe Moyſes ſanctas elevavit manus, in 
victam ſemper hanc plebem id eſt contra diabolum cuſto- 
divit, ergo Chriſtiani, ut adipiſci poſſimus illa, quæ obtinuit, 
ſequamur prius quæ docuit; teneamus imprimis fidem rec- 
tam credamus in Patrem Filium & Spiritum Sanctum, &c. 
erm. 1, Bib. patris. 5 


(47) 


A And ſurely no Rational Perſon will 


fer, that he did not believe that 
there was really ſuch a Battle between 
the 1/raclites and Amalakites ; and Ori- 
gen, of whom he next ſpeaks in that very 
Fermon from whence he borrows his 
Duotation, ſpeaking of our Saviour Matt. 
, 29. going up into the Mountain, 
ys it was a Type of the Church raiſed 
by the Word of God; and of the Mul- 
fitudes of Deaf, Blind, Lame, &c. which 
$Sllowed him to be healed, ſays, rheſe 
Diſeaſes refer to thoſe of the Mind, ſome 
here deaf to thoſe things as were pro- 
ſed, others had their Minds blinded 6 
bat they did not diſcern the true 
ght, &c. 


E _—_ Y OY 


Nou this is the true meaning of what 
Key ſay concerning the Allegorical Senſe 
@ Scripture ; it never enterd into the 
Heart of any of them to conceive, that 
be Miracles contained in the Goſpel 
5 | Hi- 


—— _—_ —— — 


() Eccleſia erecta per verbum Dei, quos, dum ſurdos ad ea 
Wz promittuntur, alios animo Coecos non cernentes veram 
em alios claudos, nec valentes juxta rationem ingredi 


Ytilos & mancos non valentes juxta rationem operari, &c, 
W. in Ccc. 


( 48 ) 


Hiſtory were mere Parables and Allego-# 
ries; but their pious Fancy led them into ſe 
this way of diſcourſing upon them, and 
they ſeem many of them indeed to have 
indulged them to a Fault, never imagin-· 
ing that any Men of ſo Corrupted Mind 
as to pervert their Meaning to ſo ill Pur 
poſes could ever ariſe in the Church. 


For what indeed can be more unac4 
countable than to infer from fuch a way 
of diſcourfing that they did not believe 
the Facts, or leſs admire the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of the Divine Oeconomy ſet forth 
in the Sacred Volumes, or did not confi 
der the true Uſe of thoſe Miracles, and 
the Propriety of them for convincing the 
obſtinate and ſtupid Zews and Gentile 
both of the Authority and Commiſſion of 
the Meſſiah. 

I ſay, what Rational Concluſion can N 
poſſibly be made of this, provided they had 
been ſilent in their Writings of the Noti- 
ons they had of the Force of Miracles in| 
order to prove a Divine Commiſſion and 
Authority 2 But tis well known to ever) 
one (and ſo far our Author is in the right] 
of it, had he not made them fly for ſhel! 

2 | tet} 


(49 ) 

er to this Evidence alone) that is con- 
Jerſant with the Writings of theſe Primi- 
gve Men, but eſpecially the Apollogeſites, 
Kat they were always appealed to and 
ſiſted on as an irrefragable Proof of it in 


r Blefſed Saviour. 


Thus (a) St. Cyril of Jeruſalem, in 
Irder to prove his Divinity (which is exa- 
ndant to my Purpoſe) ſays, Chriſt was 
a double Nature, one human viſible 
mong us, the other Divine inviſible, eating 
s a Man as we eat, but feeding Five T hou- 
nd Men with five Loaces as God ; dying 
s a Man, but riſing again as God; /{eep- 
hel in a Ship as Man, but walking on the 
ea as God. ; 


So that here his Miracles are brought 
s a Teftimony of his Divinity, which 
au Vould have been abſurd were they only 
a;ſtcem'd Parables and Fictions. (V) And 
i- B | again, 


—— — — — — — — — 
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( a) JSirhois n '0 Io1cvs ev-Feoros ue $auy0jueyes Orcs 

8 © un @auvoulues ec 5 * gνον. XN. v. Cyril 

Peruſ. ee, 71s mapns. 

(W) pagſugr Deca nc ww αννi⁴Rꝰis ways 
vou? Tupacr perghugoum yore jag]ugwun νe a 897 

J 2 Saumonss Ac &c. Cathec. 10. 


( 50 ) 
again, ſpeaking of thoſe Things which 
bore Witneſs that he was the Meſſiah, The 


Sea of Tiberias bore Witneſs, and the De 
cils bear Witneſs, &c. 1 


4 


© an 


Another plain Appeal to Miracles, and! 
that ſame Origen which he would bringy 
in, leſſening as much as poſſible the Proof 
of the Meſſiahſhip from Miracles in hi 
Controverſy with Celſus, does in Reality 
make uſe of his Miracles performed even| 
by Chriſtians, by the Invocations of the 
Name of Jeſus, as a Grand "Teſtimony off 
. 


0 
l 


For Celſus ſets up the Cures ſuppoſed to 
be done by the Heathen Deity Eſculapial 
in Oppoſition to thoſe done by our Saviour 
his Apoſtles, and others, by the Power ol 
the Holy Ghoſt. To which Origen replies 
(a) we (which he only vainly boaſts) 2 | 

ab: ih 


(a) Nos vero, quod ille vane jactat, poſſumus oftendert 
in «nabilem tam Græcorum quam Barbarorum numerum 
Jæſu noftro credentium, in his quidam inſignum accepts 
pur idem vertutis mirific= ſanant Ægrotos, invocato tan- 
tum univerſorum Deo & Jeſu nomine videmas enim ipli} 
multos fic liberatog a gravibus malis alienatione mentis In. 
lania aliſy; enumeris quibus nunquam vel homines vel} 
dæ moneʒ opem attulerunt. Or, Con. Celf. 3. C. 2. 


| (51) 

Ve to ſhew a Number not only of Greeks 
#-: Barbarians converted to the Faith of 
riſt by the wonderful Power conferred 
them, through that Faith, healing the 
cl, cc. only by calling on the Name of 
God and Feſus Chrift ; and again many 
delivered from grievous Mlictions, Diſ- 
# action of Mind, and Madneſs, to whom 


ng git her Men or Decils could afford any 
0 iſtance. 

3 

ty And ſurely this is not diſ-efteeming or 


Peaking contemptibly of Miracles; and 
Mis (to uſe our Author's own Words, but 
With abundantly more Truth) 7s (U) the 
Fre Sence of the reſt of the Fathers, as 
Pight be proved by Expreſs or Implicit 
$rations ; but ſtudying brevity, I think 
e few Teſtimonies above enough to a(- 
Page the Prejudice of any rational Per- 
, which they have conceived of the 
esFpinions of thoſe Good Men through our 
* Luthor's diſingenious Repreſentation of 
hem. 


And to give my Readers a true Notion 
our Author's Management, I aſſure him 
G3 4 he 
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15. (6) Pag. 10. 
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he uſes the Fathers as that Perſon did 5 
the Holy Scriptures, who aſſerted that they, 
denied the Being of a God; and to provi 
the Truth of what he alledged, turned ti 

that Paſſage in the Pſalms, T he Pool hat! $/ 
ſaid in his Heart there is no God, an 
clapped his Thumb upon the former Pan 
of the Sentence, viz. the Fool hath ſaid i 
his Heart. | 1 


Thus when he comes to diſcourſe of th 
Miracle of our Saviour's driving the Buyer 
and Sellers out of the 'Temple, and endeaf 
vours to ridicule the Story as taken if 
a Literal Senſe; he brings a long Quo 
tation from Origen, to ſhew that thai 
Learned Father was of his Opinion: (to 
much to be recited here, I muſt refer m 
Reader to P. 23. of his Book) The Senct 
of which Paſlage is to repreſent the greal 
Improbability there is in the Story as it it 
Literally related, but omits what Account 
the ſame Father gives of it in the ver 
ſame Paſſage, where he ſays, (b) Tha Jt 
Jeſu 

117 

' 


— 1 


(b) Vis quzdam Jeſu Devinior qui poterat cum velle$ 
ipflammatum inimicorum animum extinguere & mult 
hominum millia ſuperare gratia Divina & Cogitatiore 
Jumulticantium &c. Ori, de principipis. ; 


5 
2 
1 


633 

i Feſus could by bis more Divine Power 
ej o henever he N extinguiſh the Fiery 
va age in the Mind of his Enemies, and 
tpoercome many thouſanas by the Power 
lf his Divine Grace, and extinguiſh 
nag he tumultious Deſigns of the Multitude, 
an cc. So that he aſcribes all to Divine 
i power, a plain Evidence he thought it a 
real Miracle. | 


And thus (but this indeed I ſhould 
Shave mentioned before according to 
order) in P. 20. he quotes the ſame 
BF Ortizen, telling us there are ſome Things 
10Yinſerted as Hiſtory which were never 
done, and which it was impoſſible ſhould 
be tranſacted ; and other Things again 
that might poſſibly be done that were 
Wnot : But he might have explained this 
24 Paſlage from the Author of it, but 
that would have ruined his Deſign. 


It ſeems there were ſome ſo abſurd as 
to inſiſt upon ſome Paſſages in the Pro- 
'F phets, relating to our Saviour, being litte- 
rally fulfilled, in order to be convinced 
that he was the Perſon ſpoken of; ſuch 
Se” 


( 54 ) 


as (a) Butter, and Honey, ſhall he Eat; tbe 
Wolf ſhall feed with the Lamb, and all 
thoſe Expreſſions, 7/a. xi. g. 6, 7, 8. and 
theſc and. ſuch like he refers to, which p. 
theſe People pretend to demand, as a Proof 
of our Saviour's Meſſiahſhip, when he 
ſays, ſuch things were never done, or could 


be expected. 2 


But before I diſmiſs the Reputation of 1 
this Father, it may not be amiſs to ſa- 
tishe the Reader, that he was not one of 
thoſe Chriſtian Writers, who was forced | 
to fly ſolely to Miracles, for a Proof of the 
Truth of the Meſſiahſhip of Feſus ; but 
that he likewiſe inſiſted much upon Pro- 


pheſy. 


Fur (ſays he) we, (b) can oppoſe 10 
r ER” them 


J 


44 


(a) & Butyrom & mel manducare ut priuſquam cognoſ- 
ceret proferre malum elegerit bonum, Sed & lupum 
animal iftud quadrupes exiſtimant Prophetatum quia debet 
in adventu paſci cum agnis &c, horum igitur omnium quz | 
de co Prophetata ſunt nihil geſtum eſſe ſecundum hiſtoriam T7 
pervidentes in quibus-precipue ſignum adventus Chrifti | 
obſervandum eſſe credebant ſuſcipere preſentiam Domini 
Noftri Jeſu Chriſti nolebant. Ori, de princip. h. 4. 

(b) At nos je ſum noſtrum jam approbatum Prophe ta- 
rum Oraculis oponere iſtis poſſumus etiam collatione 
Hiſtoriarnm quod hujus nullum feratur factum intempe- 
rance his ergo teſtimonijs atimur adverſas eos qui veden- 
tur aſſerere &c, de princip. H. 4 
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(55) 


dem the Truth of our Feſus, proved by 
h Prophetick Oracles, &c. And again it 
of Franifeſtly appears from the Hiſtory of the 
e D T Ke compared with what now- 


d -days is _ ſeen, that from the 
Foming of Chriſt there were no more Kings 
If the Fews. And Hoſea iii. v. 8, 4th. he 
of MWuotes at length, and then ſays, theſe 
- WW c/timonies therefore we make uſe of a- 
i rainſt thoſe who are wont to Aſſent; &c. 
e But to return to our Miracle, the Paſ- 
t ſage quoted from St. Hillary, p. 24, in the 
Margin, in his I have not been able yet 
o find in his 2oth Cannon on St. Matt her, 
n the Eddition I make uſe of, or I have 
dyerlook d it. 


However, I own that Father does Alle- 
gorize after the ſame manner as Orzgen, 
but gives not the leaſt Ground to con- 
t Felude, that he underſtood the Story as a 
4 2 only, as our Author would have 
; FAM, 


And this is juſt the ſame with Jerome, 
Auſtin, T heopilact, and the reſt of the 
Fathers, as could eaſily be ſhewn, were 
not the Specimen I have ſhewn of his ma- 
nagement of Orjgen ſufficient for my pur- 


pole, 


(656 
poſe, to aver therefore that they rejecte- 


the litteral meaning of this Story; is 4 
moſt Falſe and Unjutt !mputation. 


But I ſhall go on to ſhew how he ha; 
treated Origen as he paſſes in Relation 
to our Saviour's being carried to the Pin- 
nacle of the Temple, and the other Au- 
thor as to this Story; but I cannot help 
obſerving {till as I go, the whole abſurdity 
of his Scheme, for he ſays, that the gene- 
rality of Chriftian Writers are forced to 
fly to Miracles as their ſure Refuge, for 
a defence of the Truth of the Goſpel, and 
yet is taking all the pains he can at the 
fame time to ſhew, that they themſelves, 
declare, that they themſelves believe not 
one Word of them, and among the reſt 
St. Ambroſe, who is ſo far from believing 
the Story of the Dæmoniacks a mere Al- 
legory, that he ſays, the Devils knemw lo. 
fore Hand, that at our Lords Coming t0 
them, they ſhould be thruſt out into thi 
Deep, which muſt imply that he believes 
the Devils there ſpoken of, real Beings, 


He would 1 ſuppoſe, have us believe, 
that Origen rejects the litteral Sence of 
the Story of our Saviou'rs being 2 
rom 


a eld 
rom the Moumt all the Kingdoms of the 
Vorld, and would have it only an Alle- 


But certainly, that Father could have 
> other meaning in this, than is ſufficient- 
y thewn he had in thoſe already ſpoken 
of ; for if he had meant ovherwiſe, he 


ulld have made an Allegory of the high 
Mountain it ſelf, as was the Caſe of the 
2 other Mountains (which I have ſhewed is 


otapared to the Church) as well as what 
happened there,” which he does not, but 
only fays that the (a) Devil ſhewed him 
vis own Kinzdom, bow he rul'd in the 
World, and GO) inmumerable Multitudes 
of _ who were fubjett to his Empire, 


UE hich he might have ſuggeſted to him with 
Ol þ hy 

4s much Conveniency on the plain Ground, 
l- 
6. 9＋᷑— VC SE + — , * a 
60 


2 (a) Regnum ſuum quomodo regnaret in mundo. 15 
( Oftendit innumerabiſes hominum multitudines que 
ſo tenebantur Imperio Sc. Hom. zath, non enim uno Dae 
monio ſed totius legionis {laborabat incurſu, quæ cum 
Dominum vidiſſet cognoviſſetq; præſcia Dominici ad ven- 
tus tempore in abyſſos ſe eſſe trudenda Ambroſ. in Lud, 

Chap. bs | | 7 | 


( 56 ) 


poſe, to aver therefore that they rejected; 
the litteral meaning of this Story; is ali. 
moſt Falſe and Unjuit !mputation. + 


rc 


But I ſhall go on to ſhew how he haſh, 
treated Origen as he paſſes in Relation 
to our Saviour's being carried to the Pin- 
nacle of the Temple, and the other Au- 
thor as to this Story; but I cannot help 
obſerving {till as I go, the whole abſurdity 
of his Scheme, for he ſays, that the gene- 
rality of Chriſtian Writers are forced to 
fly to Miracles as their ſure Refuge, for 
a defence of the 'Truth of the Goſpel, and} 
yet is taking all the pains he can at the 
ſame time to thew, that they themſelves 
declare, that they themſelves believe not 
one Word of them, and among the ref 
St. Ambroſe, who is ſo far from believing 
the Story of the Dzmoniacks a mere Al- 
legory, that he ſays, the Devils knew be-. 
fore Hand, that at our Lords Coming to 
them, they fhould be thruſt out into the 
Deep, which muſt imply that he believes 
the Devils there ſpoken of, real Beings, 


He would I ſuppoſe, have us believe, 
that Origen rejects the litteral Sence of 
the Story of our Saviours being ove 

rom 


—— — 23 222 nth foie eerie Lo AGE. 4% hs $4 


(87 ) 


From the Mount all the Kingdoms of the 
ex orld, and would have it only an Alle- 
_—__ | 


But certainly, that Father could have 
o other meaning in this, than is ſufficient- 
y ſhewn he had in thoſe already ſpoken 
of; for if he had meant otherwits, he 
rould have made an Allegory of the high 
Mountain it ſelf, as was the Caſe of the 
other Mountains (which 1 have ſhewed is 
ompared to the Church) as well as what 


+ 
+ 
* 
* 
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to appened there, which he does not, but 
only fays that the (a) Devil ſhewed him 
Bis 0299 Kinedom, how he ruld in the 


orld, and (b) innumerable Multitudes 
of Men, who were fubject to his Empire, 
which he might have ſuggeſted to him with 
as much Conveniency on the plain Ground, 

| 7 +l | or 


WEL. 1 ; 3 


1; (a) Regnum ſuum quomodo regnaret in mundo. | | 
(6) Oftendit innumerabiles hominum multitudines que 
ſuo tenebantur Imperio Sc. Hom, zath, non enim uno Dae 
monio ſed totius legionis {laborabat incurſu, quæ cum 
Dominum vidiſſet cognoviſſetq; præſcia Dominici ad ven- 
tus tempore in abyſſos ſe eſſe trudenda Ambroſ. in Lud. 
Chap. 8. 


C, 


of 


(58 ) 
or in the Wilderneſs, during the time of the 
forty Days Temptation, and what reaſon i 
can be aſſign'd, why this ſhould be taken 
by this Father in a different Sence from 
the other two Temptations, ig. That of 
Faſting Forty Days, and being on the Pi- 
nacle of the Temple, I cannot Imagine, 
and that he eſtcems theſe as Realities is 
plain enough. 


For as to the former, after he has ſpo- 
ken of the Reaſons, which might be 
Aſſign'd for the Silence of the Sacred] 
Scriptures, as to the Nature and Number 
of Temptations our Bleſſed Saviour un- 
derwent during his Abode in the Wilder- 
neſs, (a) It is enough (ſays he) for us to 
know that he was in the Wilderneſs Forty 
Days, and Tempted by the Devil, and. 
that he did not Eat any thing during that 
time. And ſurely this is Evidence enough. 
that he thought it a real Miracle; tho' af- 
terwards, when he comes to ſpeak of the 
Devils tempting our Saviour to command 

the 


„ 


(a) Sufficit nobis hoc tantum ſcire quod quadragints F 
diebus in deſer to ſuerit & tentahatur a diabolo, & non co- 80 
mederit qui:quid in Diebus illis. 


. r rr 


(59) 


he Stones to be made Bread, he runs in- 
o his own Allegorical fancy, and ſays, (a) 
if you fhould ſee Hereticks eat the 


: 
on 
© 


Wics, and Falſities of their own Opinions, 
vw true Bread, c. And as to the latter 
Miracles of our Saviour's being on the Pi- 
acle of the Temple; ſpeaking of it, 
e ſays, (b) Our Saviour follow'd the T emp- 
er on his own Accord, entering the Liſts 


vith the Courage of an Athletich, not fear- 
mo his Temptation, which muſt imply 
hat the Temptation was attended with 
OMe eminent Bodily danger, tho'-after- 
wards when he comes to Comment, he 
ays, (c) That this could not relate 
mly to Chriſts Perſon, but to the 
aints in General, for this Chriſt could 
ot need the help of Angels, &c. which 
as no more than to ſay, that this Mi- 
racle of our Saviours, was deſign'd to In- 
ruct all Chriſtians, that the divine Aid 
s always ready at Hand to aſſiſt them, if 
Hs: they 
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(a) Si vederis Hzreticos degmatum ſuorum mendacium 
ro pane comedere. ; 

(b) Sequebatur plane quaſi athleta ad tentationem 
ponte proficiſcens non formidabat tentantem, c. | 
(e) Quod non de Chriſto ſed de ſanctis generiliter 

af $criptum eſt. | 


(60) 
they will reſiſt the 'Temptations of the 


Devil, for their encouragement in their 
ſpiritual Warfare. 


And ſuppoſing all the other Miracle; 
both in the Old and New 'Teſtament, had 
ſuch a moral deſign in them, muſt they 


therefore, be all mere Parables, and noi 
real Facts ? 


But ſuppoſing no ſuch Moral were te 
be drawn from them, ſurely they were 
fo glorious, and wonderful, as to create 
an awful Reverence of the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, a Wonder and Admiration at hit 
Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs, and excite 
Fear, and Reverence, Devotion, Love, 
and Obedience, even all the Duties of 
the Firſt 'Table ; with what good Viey 
therefore, any Perſon profeſſing Chriſtia-W 
nity, can go about to leſſen the Credit o 
them, can never ſurely be diſcover d. 


The next Miracle, he would have theſe 
Fathers to disbelieve the Reality of, is 
that of Caſting out the Devils of the Poſ- 
ſefled, and falring them to enter into the 
Herd of Swine, 'The Opinion he — 

nas 
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(6) 


as Conceiv d of this Story, and the Rea- 
ons he gives to ſupport it, I ſhall not 
rive my ſelf the Trouble to refute ; that 
Ss done to my Hand by almoſt every 
ommentator, to whom for Satisfaction I 
uſt refer the Reader, (and which by the 
ray an Author of any Modeſty, and Inte- 
rrity, would have taken ſome Notice of 
at leaſt, if not refuted) my Buſineſs being 
only to ſhew how; here he likewiſe uſes 
he Authority of a Reverend Father, St. 
illary, whom he would have to make 
this Story an' Allegory only, whereas he 
Woes expreſs his Senſe of the Reality of 

he Facts, with as much Plainneſs as any 
hing of that Nature can require: For he | 
ſays, (a) that two Daimontacks did meet 
wr Saviour, that the Devils had long 
2 ofefſion of them, and that the Devils fled 
into the Swine, &c. and then afterwards 
Allegorizes upon it, as in the other Caſes, 
and would have the (b) :wo Datmoniacks 
70 


£ Ts, net CO OO * - 


| | 
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(a) Duum Hominum Occurſus Daimonum in duos H omi- 
nes longa poſſeſſio & periculoſa tranſeuntibus via & tranſ- __ 
fugiendi in porcos, &c. = 

(6) Duo Homines Oceurruntij ut ocenrſu eorum concur- 
routlum ad Salutem Voluntas indicaretur, ad jacebat etiam | 
eis duobus Gentium pepulis plebs ex fem genere Sadu- 

Czorum: Hil. in loc. 
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to repreſent two ſorts of People, and the like 
Beſides, as I obſerv'd in the Caſe of Ori 

en, there is no Reaſon to be aſſigned wh 
St. Hillary ſhould not reject the realit 
of the Paralyticks being healed in the ſama 
Chapter, which 'tis very plain he doe: 
not; for, ſays he (a) God abiding in Hy 
mane Nature, adminiſter d a Cure to 
Man, and yet he runs as much into an 
Allegory on this Miracle, as on the 
other. | 


'The other Miracle our Author levels 
his Wit at, is that of the Transfiguration 
on the Mount; what his rambling Difſ- 
courſe is about, it is not worth while to 
Conſider, or Repeat; he having himſelf 
_ amply furniſhd us with an Anſwer; and 
that may be eaſily found in what he has 
ſaid of his Veneration for the Character 
and Authority of the Fathers, but eſpe- 
cially in that Sentence, p. 5. Whatever 
= concurrently aſſert, I firmly be- 
eve. 


Now, & 


. 
——— — ow 
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(a) Deus in Homine manens curationem Homini præ - 
ſta bat. H. in loc. | | 1 
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1 

Now, St. Auſtin, and St. Hillary, muſt 
arely be reckon'd among the reſt, as he 
imſelf has particularly made uſe of their 
uthority in this Treatiſe; let us hear then 
hat they ſay of this Miracle; the former 
hen, is ſo farfrom agreeing with our Au- 
or in what he aſſerts, ig. that ſcarce any 
wo of the Fathers are agreed about the 
ruth, and Defien of this Miracle, that 
> ſays (a) they are generally agree'd in 
Opinion, that while our Lord converſed 
ith thoſe, who were ſeen with him in 
be Mount by his three Diſciples, he did 
on conderſe with 1 and Phan- 
mms, but with real Bodies, &c. 


of 
| 


toll And St. Hillary concluding his Diſ- 
Kourſe of it, ſays that if 2we are attentive - 
d the Holy Scriptures, we may find that 
As | ö 


it 
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„ () De qua Quæſtione Autores una eademq; Sententia 
rolata non differenter dicunt, quod dum Dominus tribus 
iſcipulis Helia non cum imaginatis ſed veris corporibus 
pnveniſſe non dubitantur & ipſe Moſes in vero ſuo Cor- 
ore de Sepulchro reſumto Videtur St. Au. de merab. ſac. 
cript. 
(b) Et. quanquam ultra Evangelicam Veritatem non 
ecelle Opinari tamen fi quis conditionem & mortis & 
pulchri Moſi diligenter adverterit & ſecretarum Scriptu- 
rum ſecudem Apoſtoli Authoritatam Cognitionem a dep- 
us fit intelliget omni ita eſſe tractata at Moſes Potuerit ita 
ideri & hz quidem inſtrucgdi cauſa fit dicta. Hil. in 
atth, Chap. 20. 


** 
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it was wrought as all others were for of 
In/truttions, ſo that here is two of theſ: 
Fathers, ſpeaking of this as are all Mi 
racle, and one of them informing us tha 


it was the Concurrent Opinion of the reſt: 
ſo that, Ex ore tuo. l 


By this time I hope it ſufficiently ap 


pears, that what he would inſinuate, 
rather affirm to be the Opinion of the Fe 
thers, is Falſe and Groundlefs, that the 
had very differerent Sentiments of th 
Glorious Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour 


and if ſo I have finiſhed what I propoſe, 
and ſhall purfue Mr. Wolſtan no farthelif 


but take my Leave of him with this Ser 
ous, and I prefume, Weighty, and nece 
ſary Piece of Advice, That he would l: 
his Hand on his Heart, and conſider fron 
what Quarter ſuch Suggeſtions ſhould b 
furniſh'd, as has engaged him to writ 
after the manner he has done. I am per 
ſwaded he will not find that he is ne 
guided by any Principle at all, for tha 


(in ſome Views at leaſt) renders a May 
more contemptible than moving by a ba. 
one; a Weakneſs, I am as fully perſwadf 


ed he will never own. | 


Adi 
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And therefore, if ſuch Reflections do 
not Produce the good Effects of a Publick 
Recantation and Reparation for the Inju- 
Wrics done to the Characters of theſe Good 
Men whom he has thus openly villify'd, 
"Wit is time, I think, for him to look well to 
he Temper and Diſpoſition of his Body, 
and ſubmit voluntarily to fuch Adminiſtra- 
ions as arc moſt proper for his Condition, 
ſuch as the unhappy Inhabitants in his 
Neighbourhood arc compelled to yield to. 


I ſhall now crave Leave to add a Simile 
of my own, by way of Illuſtration, of the 
Reaſonableneſs of what I think I have 
ufhiciently proved, 72. That the Fathers 
id really believe the Miracles of our 
Blefled Saviour recorded in his Hiſtory to 
de Facts, notwithſtanding the imaginary 
MAllegories they drew from them. 


We know very well that it was thought 
Peu theſe Bloody Battles which were fought 
o the very laſt, during the late long War 
between France and the Confederates, 
vere in Defence of the Proteſtant Reli- 
10n, Liberty, Proteſtant Succeliton, (5c. 
igainſt Popery, Slavery, Arbitrary Power, 
ind the Pretender. 

3 Now 
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his Hand on his Heart, and conſider fror 
what Quarter ſuch Suggeſtions ſhould b 
furniſh'd, as has engaged him to writ 


 fwaded he will not find that he is: nc 


ed he will never own. 
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it was wrought as all others were for ow 
Inftruttons, ſo that here is two of theſ. 


Fathers, ſpeaking of this as are all M 
racle, and one of them informing us tha! 
it was the Concurrent Opinion of the ref! 
ſo that, Ex ore tuo. 


SS Lond hnd Sk 4 wo 


By this time I hope it ſafficiently aj 
pears, that what he would inſinuate, « 
rather affirm to be the Opinion of the Fa 
thers, is Falfe and Groundlefs, that the 
had very differerent Sentiments of th 
Glorious Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviou 
and if ſo I have finiſhed what I propoſe 
and ſhall: purſue Mr. Wolſtan no farthe! 
but take my Leave of bim with this Ser 
ous, and I prefume, Weighty, and necel 


4 


ſary Piece of Advice, That he would 1. 


after the manner he has done. I am pe 


guided by any Principle at all, for thi 
(in fome Views at leaſt) renders a May 
more contemptible than moving by a ba 
one; a Weakneſs, I am as fully perſwady 


(65 ) 

And therefore, if ſuch Reflections do 
not Produce the good Effects of a Publick 
Recantation and Reparation for the Inju- 
ries done to the Characters of theſe Good 
Men whom he has thus openly villify'd, 
it is time, I think, for him to look well to 
he Temper and Diſpoſition of his Body, 
and ſubmit voluntarily to ſuch Adminiſtra- 
ions as arc moſt proper for his Condition, 
ſuch as the unhappy Inhabitants in his 
Neighbourhood are compelled to yield to. 


co 


I ſhall now crave Leave to add a Simile 
of my own, by way of Illuſtration, of the 
'Meaſonableneſs of what I think I have 
- Wufficiently proved, ig. That the Fathers 
id really believe the Miracles of our 
Blefled Saviour recorded in his Hiſtory to 
de Facts, notwithſtanding the imaginary 
Allegories they drew from them. 


We know very well that it was thought 
ill theſe Bloody Battles which were fought 
o the very laſt, during the late long War 
between France and the Confederates, 
" Were in Defence of the Proteſtant Reli- 
Fon, Liberty, Proteſtant Succeſſion, Cc. 
\igainſt Popery, Slavery, Arbitrary Power, 
nad the Pretender. 

3 Now 
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Now ſuppoſing a Perſon of an Allegot 
cal Head, ſhould take upon him to give 
particular Hiſtory of them, and afte 
having done ſo ſhould think fit to comparg 
the French Army to the Dragon and hi 
Angels, and the Confederate Army tif 
Michael and his Angels, and indulge h 
Fancy through the 12th and 13th Cha 


ters of the Revelations. 


Now becauſe what is ſaid there is My 
ſterious, Typical, and Allegorical onh 
would this any way leſſen the Credit an 
Reality of the Battles and Engagements be 
fore related, or that the Perſon relatin 
them had no other Deſign than to hay 
them taken for mere Fictions and Parable 


1 ſhall not put Mr. Volſtan ſo much t 
the Bluſh as to require an Anſwer fron 
him, but aſſure my Readers that this | 
the very Caſe of the Holy and Pious Me 
whoſe Reputations we have been canva 


ſing. 


As to the Miracles, and other. Gloriou 
and Surpriſing Events recorded in the $a 
cred Volumes, our Author is pleaſed tc 
ſay, P. 48. he is not bound to find othe 
People Ears, Eyes, aud Capacities. Ane 
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I ſubjoyn 'tis well on our Side, that if 
he were, we {hould not be bound to make 
uſe of them ; and I adviſe him for the 


future to convert thoſe which Providence 
bas beſtow'd on him, to a better Uſe than 
J Writing ſuch whimſical Pamphlets, other- 


wiſe he had better be without them. 


However, if he thinks fit to bring the 


Fathers upon the Stage, as he threatens to 


do, concerning other Miracles, I ſhall vin- 
dicate their Reputation to the beſt of my 
weak Abilities, and ſhall take that or ſome 


other Opportunity to publiſh a Scheme I 


have formed for regulating the Indulgence, 
Wor Toleration, as I have in theſe Papers 
Jeſſayed, a Regulation of the General and 


Scandalous Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs, 
and which I cannot help thinking will 


olle agreeable to all People who are ſin- 
Weerely Religious, of whatever Perſwaſion 


they are of, as depriving none of their 
true Chriſtian or Proteſtant Liberty, 
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